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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 September 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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1 . This application has been examined. Claims 1- 26 are pending in this 
application. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , 3 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Crane et al. (5,899,761). 

Crane discloses a network communication housing and a method comprising: a 
main body; at least one "connector 42 mounted onto a surface of the main body; and an 
easel 80 pivotally coupled to the main body; the easel further comprises at least one 
serrated edge for accepting a wire or cable; the easel contains at least one hole for 
accepting at least one wire or cable; the easel further comprises: a stop 82 to prevent 
the easel from pivoting too far. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter. pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 2, 8-9 and 17-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Crane. 

As per claim 2, Crane discloses, at least one networking circuit located inside the 
main body that is coupled with the at least one connector. Crane does not explicitly 
disclose electromagnetic interference shielding (EMI) mounted onto the main body. 
However, the use of shielding mounted onto the main body is well known in the art. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide such 
shielding in order to prevent (EMI). 

As per claim 8, Crane discloses the invention substantially as claimed except that 
the main body has an edge that overlaps an edge of the easel. Crane, however, does 
disclose that an edge of the easel overlaps an edge of the body. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to have either an edge of the body overlaps an edge of the easel the 
edge of the easel or an edge of the easel overlaps an edge of the body, since the court 
has held that rearrange parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

As per claim 9, it would have been obvious that a second serrated edge can also 
be located at a backside of the housing device in which both the first and second 
serrated edges can accept at least one wire or cable. 

As per claims 17-26, Crane discloses a network communication housing 
comprising: an easel with a first edge and with at least one foot for supporting the main 
body; a main body pivotally coupled with the easel, at least one connector mounted 
onto a surface of the main body. Crane does not explicitly disclose that the main body 
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has an edge that overlaps an edge of the easel. Crane, however, does disclose that an 
edge of the easel overlaps an edge of the body. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to have either an edge of the body overlaps an edge of the easel the edge of the easel 
or an edge of the easel overlaps an edge of the body, since the court has held that 
rearrange parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 
USPQ 70. Crane further disclose the easel is comprised of a serrated edge; wherein a 
wire or cable is coupled with at least one connector and the wire or cable passes over 
the first edge, wherein the wire or cable passes under the second edge; wherein a wire 
or cable is coupled with at least one connector and the wire or cable passes through a 
hole in the easel; wherein a wire or cable is operatively coupled with at least one 
connector and with at least one computer, and with at least one network; wherein at 
least one foot is located on the easel at an angle that allows the easel and main body to 
stand flat on a horizontal surface in an open configuration. 

6. Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crane as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of in view of Crane (5,906,517). 

As per claims 4-5, Crane discloses the invention substantially as claimed except 
that the at least one serrated edge is comprised of at least one semi-circular notch or at 
least one "V-shaped" notch. Crane (517) discloses such semi-circular notch. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
easel of the Crane to have at least semi-circular notch or at least one "V-shaped" notch 
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in order to arrange the wire neatly and prevent entanglement. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Xuong M. Chung-Trans whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2002. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 extension 33.. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Xuong Chung-Trans 
Patent Examiner 



